













\^£' S N^tC 



kK^ X>^B L/\|P 







The run continues... 

For all the performances and small achievements 
at Losail for the first MXGP of the year Jeffrey Her- 
lings’s initial win of the season cannot be overlooked 
The KTM rider is now undefeated in the last sixteen 
Grands Prix he has contested and bookended a re¬ 
markable twelve months with another Qatar success 
against the odds after winter injury problems 

Photo by Ray Archer 









MotoGP 


I Open door... 

Those Bridgestone sidewalls don’t look too bad Jorge. 
What difference the tyres will make for the factory 
Ducati team as they fall into Open category criteria for 
2014 remains to be seen. By all accounts the news was 
not a surprise but it is significant in the still-evolving 
transition of this series in the rulebooks... 

Photo by Ducati Corse Press 
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Edging it... 

Ryan Dungey gets his nose ahead at the start of 
the Indianapolis AMA Supercross that drags the 
series past the halfway point. It was the first win 
for KTM in the Lucas Oil Stadium and ended an 
11 race dry spell for Dungey, who also became the 
fifth different winner in ninth rounds this year 

Photo by Simon Cudby % 
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XPS 

CROSS PIVOT SYSTEM 



Forward Pivot Lever Reach Adjustment Vertical Pivot 


The ProTaper® Profile Pro clutch perch utilizes the extremely successful Profile perch with our latest development, 
the XPS lever. The XPS (Cross Pivot System) lever pivots in multiple directions, yet maintains a slim, low profile blade 
that you will not find with other folding levers. This universal assembly offers two lever reach adjustment points 
that will accommodate the widest range of bikes and riders on the market. Complete with sealed bearings at 
the lever pivot and a factory inspired quick adjust star, the Profile Pro clutch perch is second to none. 










For more details 


protaper.com/profilepro 
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• 90° of forward pivot 

• 50mm of lever reach adjustability 

• 180° of vertical pivot 
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GRAND PRIX OF 

LOSAIL ■ MARCH 1st ■ Rnd 1 

MXGP winner: Gautier Paulin, Kawasaki t) 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM iV 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 







B ehind the scenes the second Grand Prix of Qatar 
was a nervy and tense affair. It was like the nov¬ 
elty of the location, evening programme and tempera¬ 
tures that was so heavy and anticipated in 2013 had 
worn off. While people seemed to embrace the warm 
desert air after a winter in Europe there was also a 
more prevalent feeling that it was time to get down to 
business. Holidays - even though it still felt a bit like 
one with the climate - were firmly over. 

Consternation in the riding community came through 
two main sources. There were a number of athletes 
already carrying small injuries or looking to get over 
long-term ones as soon as possible. Mix those strands 
of doubt over physical capabilities with thoughts of 
unknown competitive levels (some had not even raced 
in 2014) at this first GP and it was a ponderous two 
days for many of the 25 each in MXGP and MX2. The 
second cause for head-scratching was the Losail dirt. 
Less humidity seemed to create a drier, rougher and 
bumpier hard-pack that still curiously mixed holes of 
dust and loose berms. Amazingly it rained in the de¬ 
sert for about ten minutes on Friday night but it car¬ 
ried little effect, and you had to feel sorry for the girls 
of the WMX series who were first out on Saturday for 
the tight six moto schedule and encountered a very 
wet and treacherous surface as a result of watering. 
Passing was difficult for most and some of the bigger 
jumps were again a stretch for the MX2 elite. 

There were quite a few good stories to come out of 
this event and some involved redemption from the 
illnesses, injuries or after-effects that were (or had 
been) hounding the bodies or minds of the likes of 
Tony Cairoli, Jeffrey Herlings, Evgeny Bobryshev, Tyla 
Rattray, Luke Styke, Tanel Leok, Mel Pocock, Kevin 
Strijbos, Steven Frossard and Arnaud Tonus. 

In MX2 a first ever moto win for CLS Monster En¬ 
ergy Kawasaki’s Dylan Ferrandis continued his path 
of emergence at Grand Prix level, Silver Action Team 
KTM’s Jose Butron proved he is firmly in the running 
for the new Fox holeshot award with two blasts from 
the gate on that factory 250SX-F, a first podium for 
Husqvarna, dreams dashed for Yamaha’s Max Anstie 
who should have won both motos at a canter but a 
mechanical problem in the first and an engine stall 
in the second ruined his night. It was hard to ignore 
those Monster Kawasakis. The sole American rider at 
Losail, seventeen year old stiIl-to-turn Pro, Thomas 
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Covington, bounced back from a clutch problem 
in the first moto to run top three in the second. 

His flight was perhaps only eclipsed by team-mate 
(for the first four rounds of the series and until 
the teenager goes back to the U.S. for his AMA 
Pro National debut at Glen Helen) Arnaud Tonus. 

At the track were he re-broke his leg in 2013 and 
missed most of last season the Swiss was a rev¬ 
elation in the second moto as he made a mockery 
of claims that that overtaking was impossible to 
drive from outside the top ten and chase Herlings 
for the chequered flag. Seeing his clash of delight 
and sheer relief after the Grand Prix was one of the 
brighter moments of the evening. 

In MXGP the pace was tight, normally just a second 
dividing the top seven or eight in lap-times. Like 
Tonus, Max Nagl found the path from the wilder¬ 
ness for his first commendable results in three 
years and after injury limbo. The German’s confi¬ 
dent escape and evasion of Cairoli also vindicated 
the renewed force by HRC in their CRF450RW 
racing project. Gautier Paulin was the unwaver¬ 
ing star of the second moto and turned around a 
self-confessed frustrating first race (third place) to 
take only his second red plate as championship 
leader. His team-mate Steven Frossard was one of 
the athletes carrying a steely face through the GP, 
almost as if he knew this was an important window 
to show the world he isn’t washed-up. Frossard is 
in the same bracket as Tonus and Nagl after two 
years of physical malaise (two knee injures and two 
broken feet) and plenty to prove. At Losail he was 
back to something like his usual hard and barrel¬ 
ling style and with second place to Paulin in the 
second moto announced his podium candidacy for 
the rest of the season. 

A collective exhalation was tangible in the early 
hours of Sunday evening as the bikes were quickly 
dismantled and crated for Thailand. Those facing 
troubles like Rattray (heading to Belgium for an 
operation on a broken finger) Aussie Champ Luke 
Styke (trying to recover from a viral infection) had 
their minds on other deadlines while others had 
the prospect of just five days before the heat of Si 
Racha in Thailand would provide another testing 
environment. 
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Cairoli gets out the Bling with a little help 
from Sidi. His Airoh lid was also LED (it even 
had a charging port in the lining - a true pro¬ 
totype). It was hard to see the stars at Losail 
but there was a young one burning bright in 
MX2 as Thomas Covington made an assured 
debut with the Kawasaki (bottom left). Dylan 
Ferrandis is chased over the finish line in the 
first moto by Jeffrey Herlings; three tenths of a 
second was the difference 
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MXGP QATAR 


A hard Grand Prix for last year’g winner Clem¬ 
ent Desalle who had neither the starts-nor 
the error-free runs through the motos that he 
needed for podium contention. Jeremy Van 
Horebe'ek (just ahead) was an assured fifth o"n 
his-Yamaha debut but was the most vocal on 
the limting nature of the track ' •• 
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Arnaud Tonus in the slightly brighter prac 
tice sessions held at dusk. The Swiss was 
superb in the second moto; full of attack¬ 
ing verve for his best result since 2011 
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MXGP QATAR 


A hint of traction for a fully fit and 
firing Max Nagl. The very first moto 
winner of the season and looking 
more threatening on the Honda. This 
was the German’s best performance 
since 2012 and result since 2011... 
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MXGP QATAR 



Kevin Strijbos takes pole position con¬ 
vincingly in MXGP but arm-pump ru¬ 
ined his possibilities and he was eighth 
overall. Jordi Tixier (far left) didn’t 
have such pleasant reading with the 
results sheets while Tyla Rattray (left) 
flew back to Belgium for an operation 
on a broken finger and misses rounds 
two and three. Shaun Simpson (above) 
studies the gate but two mechanical 
problems and an engine stall would 
hamper his three races across a first 
GP back in KTM colours. Glenn Colden- 
hoff (this page) rode to a decent third 
spot in the first moto but a broken rear 
brake ditched his chances of a podium 
on the factory Suzuki for his maiden 
outing in yellow 
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The heat at this time of the year (springtime) 
helps for the date, and the inherent value of 
being the opening round of any championship 
is what the Qatar Motor Motorcycling Federa¬ 
tion (QMMF) pay for - see MotoGP also. Hence 
Losail hosted the first thrust into the FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship for the second year 
in succession. After some rough edges at their 
first attempt in 2013 Losail was a better and 
brighter proposition on this occasion. “We are 
getting serious with our race,” claimed QMMF 
President and Losail International Circuit Gen¬ 
eral Manager Nasser Khalifa Al Attya. “We built 
everything in two months last year. We now 
want more riding activity generally here and it 
will be bigger than 2013. We want to give the 
public in Qatar more choice with their activi¬ 
ties.” 

This desire by the QMMF to improve meant a 
lighting structure involving 32 permanent poles, 
420 lights (2000W each) powered by ten gen¬ 
erators. The actual Grand Prix itself could have 
been run in daylight, such was the congeniality 
of the 20+ temperatures (it was hotter at the 
Lausitzring in Germany last summer) but Qatar 
choses for the spectacle of the night and the TV 
‘theatre’ it permits. “It is really unique and the 
spirit is unique,” claimed Youthstream Presi¬ 
dent Giuseppe Luongo. “I really want to thank 
Mr Nasser for what his organisation does for 
the sport of motocross. The improvements they 
have made are massive; it is like a dream to 
come here and see this.” 

To his credit FIM Deputy President Jorge Viegas 
tackled a few of the issues that fans or watchers 
of motocross might have with the prospect of 
a largely Euro-centric series (although Youth- 
stream are trying hard to change this and glo¬ 
balize) beginning again in this far flung but ex¬ 
cellent setting. “The track is built in the desert, 
let’s be honest, but contributes to promote this 
lovely country,” he said. “Everybody complains 
about the [lack of] spectators but allow these 
guys to promote and the people will come. In 
MotoGP they have doubled the crowd.” 


The Grand Prix of Qatar remains mostly a TV 
event but there is nothing wrong with this, espe¬ 
cially as broadcaster Al Jazeera transmits to 
such a hefty audience in this area of the world. 
There is also little to condemn about trying to 
take the sport and the message that motocross 
is a hell of a show to new eyeballs...regardless 
of who pays the bill. TV, according to FIM CMS 
Director Dr Wolfgang Srb, is also partly respon¬ 
sible for the new 30 minute and 2 lap duration 
of the motos. “This was discussed internally and 
it is clear that it is a TV reason. In the last mo¬ 
ments of most motos it was clear there was not 
much happening. The sport is for the fans and 
also those through the television.” 

Dr Srb also explained some of the other rule 
alterations for 2014: “The 108% [lap-time quali¬ 
fication criteria] rule is gone but race direction 
can still say, in a nice way, to a guy who is too 
slow ‘why don’t you come and watch the race 
tomorrow?’ On the other hand you need local 
riders for the local organizer and promoter; we 
will welcome that and we are very clear and 
precise on the matter.” 

Fans might also find themselves a metre or two 
further back from the action this year. “We have 
a bit more distance from the track and barri¬ 
ers are a bit higher and I only have to say Tim 
Gajser at Matterley Basin’ to explain why [the 
Slovakian crashed and his KTM spiralled into 
the crowd at the British GP last summer]. It will 
be ‘as far as necessary and as close as possi¬ 
ble’. We want families and children to go home 
safely.” 

Of Qatar and Losail Srb said it was “it is amaz¬ 
ing to be here a second time. We asked for a bit 
more lighting and it was doubled.” The feedback 
after the second Grand Prix in the desert is not 
yet known but with public details of the current 
contract stating the agreement between MXGP 
and the QMMF is 'long term’ it is fair to say 
that Grand Prix’s nocturnal adventures are not 
finishing any time soon. 
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Meghan Rutledge flies to a dominant 
double as the WMX calendar launch¬ 
es a six-round campaign 
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MXGP QATAR 


GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS 

Over twenty female racers were helped to ship out 
to Qatar for the opening round of the champion¬ 
ship and the first of a short six-round series that 
nevertheless sees the girls racing at MXGP Grand 
Prix events once again. “This is the first time the 
women are racing outside of Europe and it is an 
important signal,” said Giuseppe Luongo. “We 
hope we can go to other places and not just Qa¬ 
tar.” 

The decision to stage a WMX event in the heart 
of the Middle East of course carried political and 
strategic implications for the FIM as well as the 
Qatar Motor Motorcycling Federation (QMMF). It 
was part of a move welcomed by Nita Korhonen, 
Director of the CFM who says that more invest¬ 
ment is being made to help women’s racing and 
extra efforts towards more “training camps, riders 
and races.” 

The welcoming of WMX was made possible by 
the Qataris who have their own agenda behind 
the move and for wanting to debunk the common 
or westernized thinking behind the treatment of 
women in this particular region. “What does it 
matter what side of the world you are from? Sport 
makes people healthy and is not only for men. In 
Europe people talk but don’t support. It is not easy 
for female athletes to find a solution; we are try¬ 
ing not to talk but to prove,” said QMMF’s Nasser 
Khalifa Al Attya. “We are pushing and trying to 
change things; women drive on the road, they 
work in government positions. Women have choice 
[here]. We embrace this philosophy of life together 
with a woman, we are together and we need each 
other. We need to show the world that we are giv¬ 
ing chances to women as much as men.” As extra 
signs of intent the QMMF have their own group of 
female road racers that are supported to a high 
level and include the likes of Nina Prinz. “We have 
a road racing team and now we want one in MX,” 
Nasser added. 

“It is nice to see a different country but it is weird 
being out walking, visiting or eating and seeing the 
other women,” commented World Champion Kiara 
Fontanesi. 
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UKRAINE NO?/JAPAN GO? 


There is a chance that the eighteen round 2014 
calendar could again drop to seventeen. In 
2013 it was the failed attempt to return to Gua¬ 
dalajara that snipped a date off the schedule 
and now the political upheaval in the Ukraine 
is giving concern to the sixteenth GP on the 
slate fixed for mid-August. Youthstream said 
they were ‘freezing’ the date for two months 
to monitor the situation in the country. Their 
reasoning on the ground of safety is the key 
factor. “There are geo-political problems and 
we will find these as we go more worldwide,” 
said Youthstream President Giuseppe Luongo. 
“We wont cancel the date [right now]; it is too 
early. We will freeze the race until we can see 
what goes on. We will wait two months to see 
and assess the safety issues. We will probably 
substitute or cancel but it is out of our control 
today.” 

News from Ukraine, the Crimea and of unrest 
in neighbouring Russia show that this particu¬ 
lar area of the world is worryingly bubbling 
and it is hard to see the instability calming 
down in a period of eight weeks. In the offi¬ 
cial Honda press conference the day after the 
announcement by Luongo Evgeny Bobryshev 
admitted that he is unlikely to be granted per¬ 
mission to enter the Ukraine and would have 
no wish to go there. It would seem reasonable 
to expect Red Bull Husqvarna’s Alex Tonkov 
to express the same concern, so there are 
already influencing feelings from the paddock. 
The general feeling in chit-chat around the pits 
was the decision to offload Ukraine from the 
fixture list would be a welcome one. Teams are 
still marked from the long travel to the remote 
Semigorje for the Russian GP in 2012 where 
Jeffrey Herlings was involved in a car crash. 

The irony of course being that the race was 
visited by a huge number of new spectators to 
MXGP. 


Luongo talked up the media coverage achieved 
in 2013 as a ‘record’ reach but his claims of 
this being bettered in 2014 seem optimistic 
with recent TV deals inked with Eurosport, 
Mediaset (Italy) and CBS Sports. He also said 
that: “we are still weak in Japan and Russia 
and we are in negotiation with one channel 
there for broadcast.” So there are reasons to 
make the trip to Ukraine worthwhile, but cur¬ 
rently plenty of motivation to consider another 
territory. 

The Italian claimed that the length of the FIM 
MXGP World Championship will not shift in 
the future. “We will not increase the number 
of races,” he said. “Eighteen is already a good 
number but we are planning to have more out¬ 
side of Europe and also support the MX Acad¬ 
emy to help develop young kids in areas like 
Asia and South America so that they can enter 
the European championship and progress into 
GP.” Going more global is the aim however 
and when pushed in a separate conversation 
on rumour surrounding a close return to Ja¬ 
pan for the first time since 2007 Luongo said: 
“We are working for this. It is still not defined 
but we have a good chance. We are in negotia¬ 
tions with two venues and our hope is to have 
the Grand Prix in place for 2015.” One of those 
sites is the Sugo circuit near Sendai and ac¬ 
cording to talk from the club staff the deal is 
60-70% done for MXGP. 



A troubled third place for the World Champion who 
perhaps might have caught Max Nagl for the first 
moto win if the race duration had been at a 2013 
level of 35 minutes. 


“Actually it was not too bad,” he said afterwards 
of his injured ankle. “Last week I could not walk. I 
thought I wouldn’t be able to race I felt OK on Friday 
but in the qualification race I crashed and Boog hit 
my ankle. I had some pain again but immediately got 
up because I wanted to see what the reaction would 
be for riding. I rode two good motos today and I’m 
very happy. I’m not in the best shape but my goal is 
directed to the end of the season. We will improve 
with this injury and if it isn’t better for Thailand then 
for sure in Brazil. My goal this year is to be on the 
podium every week.” 


“The races are shorter than last year so I need to 
count a bit better,” he semi-joked of his first race 
pursuit of Nagl. 






HRC UP THE STAKES 

For the last three seasons we have been de¬ 
scribing the CRF450Rs run out of Paolo Mar¬ 
tin’s team as factory Hondas. While this was 
true as the bikes were shipped from Japan, 
were working prototypes and the Martin crew 
were liaising with FIGA (Flonda’s R&D wing) it 
seems the operation wasn’t quite a full FIRC 
project. With the winter overhaul of the Flonda 
effort in MXGP the bikes and set-up around 
Evgeny Bobryshev and Max Nagl have taken 
on extra significance for the Japanese giants. 
“For the first time since 1990 we have full FIRC 
backing,” Roger Harvey, General Manager of 
the team. “We have been building the project 
for a number of years and Youthstream have 
also been pushing the Japanese to be more 
involved.” 

The difference was immediately visible in the 
Losail paddock as Honda carried the biggest 
amount of staff for just two riders (although 
the Gariboldi MX2 team also comes under 
their HRC remit). There was also a new Japa¬ 
nese leader in the form of Inamoto-san and a 
squad of five Japanese technicians. “We have 
been riding ‘factory’ Hondas [before] but we 
have not had the full back-up of HRC and that 
means we get access to other parts quicker,” 
reveals Harvey. “Before they [the parts] would 
come in a set timeframe that was longer com¬ 
pared to now. We have access to the technol¬ 
ogy and the information. The data the engi¬ 
neers get from our racing this weekend will be 
fed straight back to the factory. In principal the 
bikes are the same - there are developments 
of course - but the difference is that closeness 
of the working relationship with the R&D De¬ 
partment. The plan for the future is to possibly 
increase our involvement in MX2 as well." 

While both of the riders seemed slightly disbe¬ 
lieving of being signed to Honda at exactly the 
right time and spoke of their pride at being a 


full HRC athlete, Nagl in particular was talka¬ 
tive of the benefits. “Last year we had some 
problems with the starts,” he admits. “The bike 
was really fast on the track but not when it was 
standing still. Now they have changed so many 
parts and I am so happy about that. When we 
had the first tests in Sardinia I could really 
feel that there was something different on the 
engine this year and at Riola for the first Ital¬ 
ian race the starts were already so good. It 
makes it easier in my head because I know we 
can be strong. With the race being five minutes 
shorter it is important to be at the front.” Nagl 
has rarely been a slouch out of the gate and 
his upgrades and work paid off at Losail. 

HRC’s build-up in the support of off-road rac¬ 
ing has not only seen motocross drawn into its 
mighty web, as anybody with an inclination to 
look at the Dakar results or news in the past 
two years will testify. Their investment does 
not smack of the short-term but Inamoto-san 
was quick to confess that the fruits of their ef¬ 
forts are now under more scrutiny than ever. 

“There is big pressure!” he said. “Hopefully 
we will win this year but there are strong rid¬ 
ers here [in MXGP]. We want to make a good 
structure this year and go step by step. In the 
near future I hope for more.” 
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WATCHING... 

It appears that Grand Prix motocross is start¬ 
ing to attract the attention of some of the luxu¬ 
ry watch brands. Take a look inside any men’s 
lifestyle magazines and the majority of adverts 
will either be for clothing, cars, fragrances or 
timepieces. At Qatar Tag Heuer were present 
testing a possible new timing system while 
World Champion Tony Cairoli unveiled a new 
personal sponsor in the form of Breitling and 
their recently launched Emergency II time¬ 
piece. Cairoli will be seen sporting the wrist- 
wear on the podium and in press conferences 
and will have a large Breitling logo on his race 
shirt. We asked Italian delegate Patrizia Aste, 
who was present at Losail to make the presen¬ 
tation of the Emergency II to Cairoli, to explain 
how they touched base with the Sicilian and 
why the 140 year old Swiss company is getting 
involved with motocross. 

“It happened by chance because I had a few 
clients who are big bike fans who came to see 
our manufacturing site in Switzerland on their 
machines,” she reveals. “Over the course of 
two days I could feel the passion for the bikes 
and also the enthusiasm for our new watch 
and I put the two together. When it comes to 
off-road and motocross then Tony Cairoli is 
the most famous rider and it seemed a natu¬ 
ral choice to ask him to test the watch. This is 
how the connection started. I knew him from 
the TV, because we can always see him jump¬ 
ing!” 


As a premium brand Breitling might not be 
the most obvious match for a sport with such 
blue-collar roots. Watch Wimbledon tennis or 
FI and you’ll catch Rolex branding. So while 
seeing a company of this size and stature in¬ 
volved with MXGP is great and very encourag¬ 
ing where is the fit? 

“We want to talk to the new generation and 
get inside the social networks; this was the 
key to reach younger people,” says Aste. “On 
the other hand the Emergency is towards the 
higher level of our watches so it is not the best 
target but it is the contact with the brand that 
we wanted, and also to open the aviation world 
to another type of world; one that is like avia¬ 
tion with the same audacity, courage, technolo¬ 
gy and approach to life. The constant personal 
challenge.” 

Breitling also talked about involvement in mo¬ 
torcycle Rally racing through what is a curious 
new push to off-road bike sport in general. For 
the Italian connection with Cairoli there is the 
added benefit that Mediaset will be broadcast¬ 
ing much of the 2014 series on mainstream TV 
channels. Aste: “This is good luck because we 
didn’t know before! It could be very interesting. 
I like bikes a lot and it makes a huge difference 
if we see more of them on TV. 



It was quite staggering to watch the Frenchman trying 
to pass team-mate Alex Tonkov in the first moto and 
seeming to eat stony roost for the best part of twenty 
minutes. 



In fact after the GP he posted a picture of himself on 
Twitter the next morning with red and battered torso 
from all the punishment. The former European Cham¬ 
pion’s third place is not only notable for the repetition 
of his very first podium finish at the same venue last 
year but also the first gong for Husqvarna in their 
‘new’ era. Febvre was also racing hurt after a Satur¬ 
day prang. “I hurt my wrist and it was pretty difficult 
to ride in the warm-up. I decided just to go out and 
see what happens, so to be on the podium with Husq¬ 
varna makes me really happy.” 










Two podiums in 2013 but this was his first on the CLS 
Kawasaki and a maiden moto victory for the 19 year 
old. He beat Jeffrey Herlings by crossing the timing 
beam at the bottom of the finish line jump first but 
had to drop back to fifth place in the second moto 
after a problem with his eyes. “I got dirt inside my 
goggles and it was really hard to ride like this,” he 
said. “Some of the guys started to pass me. I tried to 
do my best but I couldn’t see anything, even after the 
race I couldn’t see the podium!” 





No word from the Brit as he 
escaped before the end of the 
second MXGP moto. Perhaps un¬ 
derstandably after having his first 
Grand Prix win/moto/podium in 
his hands and it filtering through 
his fingers like fine desert sand. 
On the plus side it showed that 
the 2013 Dixon Cosworth Yamaha 
matched with bright starts and a 
technically-superb rider (Anstie 
was the only MX2 rider to try and 
consistently complete the quad) 
is still perhaps the fiercest com¬ 
petitive package out there. Mean¬ 
ing Anstie will again have his 
chance this weekend in Thailand. 
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Frossard held his nerve, didn’t 
crash and proved the naysayers 
wrong. Expect better things from 
the quiet but determined French¬ 
man who was fourth overall 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Max Nagl, GER 

Honda 

3 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

4 

Steven Frossard, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Jeremy Van Florebeek, BEL 

Yamaha 


MXGP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after i of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Gautier Paulin 

025 

2 

Max Nagl 

022 

3 

Tony Cairoli 

020 

4 

Steven Frossard 

018 

5 

Jeremy Van Horebeek 

016 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Husqvarna 

4 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Kawasaki 

5 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after i of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

025 

2 

Dylan Ferrandis 

022 

3 

Romain Febvre 

020 

4 

Arnaud Tonus 

018 

5 

Jose Butron 

016 
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W hen the current points leader Ryan Villopoto 
found himself on the ground at the start of the 
450SX main event in Indianapolis, Indiana it really 
wasn’t that bad. Yeah, Villopoto would get up almost 
dead last but two of the other riders down with him 
in the first turn was second in the points (Red Bull 
KTM’s Kenny Roczen) and third as well (Yoshimura 
Suzuki’s James Stewart). 



So really if you’re going to crash, take down the guys 
around you that could most benefit: brilliant! After 
Villopoto got up he put on a show on a track that was 
more Endurocross than supercross. While Roczen’s 
teammate Ryan Dungey was out front and taking his 
first win of the year, Villopoto put his head down and 
charged to a fourth place. Roczen followed about 
three-four seconds behind Villopoto for most of the 
race until dragging his footpegs up the face of a triple 
and crashing out for the night. And Stewart, once 
again the fastest qualifier on the day, didn’t look like 
himself as he rode to a so-so eighth place. 

And with that, round nine of seventeen in the Mon¬ 
ster AMA Supercross series saw a major shift in the 
points. Finally, people got broken. Villopoto entered 
the weekend with a slim nine-point lead over round 
eight winner Kenny Roczen and he left with a twenty- 
three point lead over Dungey. The rookie Roczen had 
impressed with two wins and had been a model of 
consistency until this weekend and Stewart, well he’s 
been very, very good and strangely enough, the last 
two weeks have seen him take a long time to get go¬ 
ing in the mains. “Kenny flinched and then the guys 
on the inside beat him, kind of pinched him off. He 
came into me and then just laid me over,” said Vil¬ 
lopoto of the crash “when I got up it was kind of, not 
nice, but nice to see that the guy in 2nd was down 
with me. We worked our way up and then he went 
down again. The track was gnarly.” 

“I had some sketchy moments but I rode good so I’m 
happy with that and happy with obviously the finish 
and where we’re at.” 

It’s tough to look at Villopoto and not think he’s well 
on his way to his fourth straight supercross title after 
we left snowy Indianapolis. He hasn’t won in a month 
but he’s still tied with three other riders with two wins 
apiece. Just like in Indianapolis, he makes his worst 
races work out. 







Dramatic night for the 
three principal title protag 
onists. Now Dungey joins 
the show. Dean Wilson 
(left) joined Cole Seely as 
West Coast 250SX moon¬ 
lighters/fill-ins 









AC still has yet to finish out¬ 
side the top two in his debut 
supercross season. He gave 
Kawasaki their sixth win in 
the class at Indianapolis 




We’re three rounds deep in the 250SX east¬ 
ern series and it’s basically been a two rider 
show. Pro Circuit’s Adam Cianciarulo and 
Martin Davalos (more on this later) have been 
the winners so far and it really hasn’t been 
close. Cianciarulo has taken his two wins while 
leader Davalos has been laying on the ground 
while Davalos lone success has come with the 
17-year old Cianciarulo chasing him the whole 
way. As the veteran Davalos has always been 
fast but this year he appears to have taken his 
game to a new level. The rookie knows that 
Davalos has the experience and, more impor¬ 
tantly, the speed over him. 


The third member of the powerful Pro Circuit 
team is Blake Baggett and while he’s been a 
tick off his two buddies, he has been conced¬ 
ing a lot in the last two races in terms of the 
start. Baggett’s fast but when he’s near the 
back of the pack, he can’t do much out there. 

GEICO Honda’s Justin Bogle has gone 4-3-3 
in three races to sit third in the points and it’s 
a nice comeback to supercross for a guy that 
was once in the shoes of Cianciarulo as the hot 
young rookie. If you’re not one of the four rid¬ 
ers we’ve listed here, your road to the podium 
looks to be pretty bleak. 



“My whole game plan with Martin... Obviously 
he’s so fast, he’s unbelievable. To be honest 
with you I feel like I’m getting closer but I do 
not have that speed right now. I’m the first one 
to tell you I’m not going to ride over my head 
and put myself on the ground to try to go that 
pace,” Cianciarulo said to me after the race. “If 
I put perfect laps together I can stay there but 
definitely nothing much faster than that. Just 
try to keep it close to him, put the pressure on, 
so he could see me there out of the corner of 
his eye the whole time. My fitness feels great. 

It felt decent at Dallas and at Atlanta. It’s been 
awesome. I couldn’t be more pumped. You 
don’t have to worry about the fitness part at 
all. I know I’m one of the strongest guys on 
the last five laps, so I’m very happy with that. 

I definitely think that will benefit me in Day¬ 
tona.” 













Hefty crash for Roczen, his second of the even 
ing, and while the German was unharmed he 
went from victory last week to a potentially- 
title wrecking DNF in the Lucas Oil Stadium 






AMA-SX INDIANAPOLIS 






















X INDIANAPOLIS 


Great factory Honda debut for Cole Seely 
(left) who must have done his chances the 
world of good with the works set-up for 2015 
beyond. A season best for Broc Tickle 
(bottom left) who continues to improve. 
Heavy rumours Indicate he might have Ken 
Roczen as a Suzuki team-mate in 2015 
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OLD BOY... 


By Steve Matthes 

I t’s been a tough year and a half for the Monster 
Energy Pro Circuit team as they've not been up 
to their usual standards of excellence. A little bit 
of bad luck and some questionable rider choices 
have seen the powerful green team get kicked 
around a little bit. But key words there are ‘a little 
bit’ because the team closed the 250SX series 
with two wins from Dean Wilson and Justin Hill 
and now, on the east coast it’s been the Adam 
Cianciarulo and Martin Davlaos show. 

Team owner Mitch Payton has been around a 
long time and seen things go up and down. In the 
sparse pit area in the Lucas Oil Stadium, I caught 
up with Payton to talk about this east coast se¬ 
ries, his recent run of good fortune and more. 

East coast is going well for you. Top two riders 
tonight and I guess if there’s one thing, you re¬ 
ally got to work with Blake on it’s the starts, but 
otherwise a good night. 

Bones [Pro Circuit suspension guru] was out with 
him this week too and truthfully thought he was 
going to get a start, because he said his starts 
this week were really good. So that was kind of a 
bummer that put him in the back again. But he 
caught up to 5th. I’m pumped on it; I know that’s 
good because the way the track was. I just know 
he can do better if he starts up there, so that 
sucks. 


Davalos again had the speed to win. He got his 
first win last week but again he could have won 
tonight without a small mistake. 

Actually I was sitting behind where he crashed 
and when they jump off that thing it was down to 
the concrete. And he caught the concrete and it 
just slipped sideways and aimed him right at the 
hay bales. He said he just didn’t even know it was 
coming. 

I guess if it’s going to happen to anybody it’ll 
happen to Martin Davalos I guess... 

But truthfully he got back up, he rode pretty good. 
He was a little bit winded when he got up because 
he was fighting that thing getting it back on the 
track, and then I think he kind of tightened up. 

And then he almost had another one at the end of 
the rhythm lane later on. For him, that was a good 
salvage and I'm really stoked he got 2nd out of 
that, so that was awesome. 

Did you watch the 450 main? 

Yes, unbelievable. In the whoops, you got to go 
faster. When I watched the 450 guys and they 
were saying it looked like [Ryan] Dungey was tip¬ 
toeing through them, like he was taking his time, 
but he won. He was really charging the track on 
the couple of places that you could and then leav¬ 
ing that section alone and just surviving. 



You got to be happy and feeling good about this 
east coast. You got to think that one of these 
guys probably going to win the title. 

I’m really stoked actually with all three of them. I 
know Blake’s had a couple bad races but I know 
he’ll be up there. And Adam's riding insanely 
good, above what I expected. I think Martin is do¬ 
ing what everyone really wanted and expected. So 
really stoked for all three of them and I know it’s a 
long way to go so I'm not going to get too cuckoo 
about it, but I’m really pumped on that. I do want 
to say that you guys said that we won four in a 
row but really Dean won the race right before Jus¬ 
tin so that would have been four different winners: 
Dean, Hill, Martin, Adam. 

It was three first-time winners in a row but it was 
actually four Pro Circuit wins in a row. And now 
it’s five and now you’re back on top. This is like 
1991 with Swink and McGrath all over! 

I love it. They’re riding so good. Pumped with 
what the guys are doing at the shop. Bones with 
the suspension and the engines are good. Their 
starts are awesome. It’s the same guys [as last 
year] and the bikes have improved, but it’s just 
they're not all beat up and hurt. 

People wrote this team off... 

I know they did. And they loved every second of it. 


And Thomas Covington today looked really good 
in his GP I guess, so that might be another guy 
you might have for Nationals. 

I know. We sent him a little Snapchat and he said: 
“I can't believe you didn't think I could.” Really 
that over-exceeded what I thought, which I’m 
super pumped. 
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BIKE LAUNCHES 


By Roland Brown, Photos by Ducati/Honda 












L ooking round the dinner table at Ducati’s 
recent Monster 1200 launch in Tenerife 
gave a fascinating snap-shot of how the mo¬ 
torcycle world has changed. Alongside me and 
another Brit I could not find familiar faces from 
France or Germany, but journalists from India, 
Singapore, China and Hong Kong — markets 
whose influence has increased hugely in recent 
years. 

“A few years ago I’d have taken 30 Italian 
journalists to a launch like this, but on this trip 
there were only 15 — and eight from Brazil,” 
Ducati’s domestic press chief Max Davoli had 
said before we sat down to eat. “Half the Ital¬ 
ian press hates me but what can I do?” With 
Ducati’s sales in Brazil rising as fast as the do¬ 
mestic market is falling, Max might be getting 
even more unpopular at home before long. 

Regional press differentiation is just one of 
the many ways in which bike launches have 
changed since I started attending them more 
than 30 years ago. In fact the most obvi¬ 
ous shifts is that back in the Eighties there 
weren’t many launches at all, especially from 
the struggling European manufacturers, who 
couldn’t keep up with the succession of bril¬ 
liant new bikes from Japan. 

That recent Monster 1200 event involved more 
than 100 journalists from two dozen countries 
and five continents. By contrast in 1989, when 
the firm reintroduced the air-cooled Super 
Sport range with the all-new 900SS and totally 


overhauled its eight-valve flagship the 851, 
there was no press event for either model. 

After repeatedly phoning the factory and even¬ 
tually getting the okay direct from engineering 
chief Massimo Bordi (the ancient PR lady was 
hopeless, so had to be by-passed), I hired a 
photographer and paid for our flights to Bolo¬ 
gna to borrow both bikes for a day. 

That was expensive but at least meant that I 
flew home with material that almost no other 
journalist had. I had time to write and print out 
my stories while the several dozen rolls of film 
were being processed, before dividing up the 
resultant transparencies and posting them to 
magazine editors worldwide — some of whom 
seemed barely aware that the bike existed. 

Quite a contrast to today, when manufacturers 
release teaser videos and hold world launches 
even for “new models” such as MV Agusta’s 
latest Dragster, which is little more than a Bru- 
tale 800 with a fatter back tyre. 

The Japanese factories did hold launches in 
the Eighties, in many ways like those of today 
— and often far more lavish, at a time when 
bike sales were booming. Perhaps the most en¬ 
joyable, exotic gathering I’ve ever been on was 
Honda’s 1984 trip to South Africa, to test four 
new models: the VF1000F and R, VF500F and 
CBX750. A bunch of us thrashed them around 
South Africa for a week, ending up with a track 
day at Kyalami before watching the Grand Prix 
on the circuit that weekend. 
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BIKE LAUNCHES 



Yamaha stepped up the launch game in the early 
Nineties, when their European PR chief was Lin 
Jarvis, now a high-profile figure as the firm’s 
MotoGP team boss. A typical Yamaha launch in¬ 
volved two days riding in an exotic, immaculately 
researched location; plus top photographers, posh 
hotels and a generally fabulous time both on and 
off the bike. Other firms had to raise their game, 
and most did. 

Launches are still fun, though sadly falling sales 
and other issues have taken their toll. Groups tend 
to be bigger these days, cramped budget flights 
depart before dawn; and we rarely get to ride a 
sports bike on the road, let alone have two days’ 
riding on anything. Police interference is all too 
common. My last three launches were interrupted 
by cops though I don’t think anybody was actually 
booked. 

The digital revolution has transformed publishing 
and launches alike. Digital cameras make getting 
good photography much easier, and you get the 
pics almost immediately rather than days later. 
Trouble is that it increases the pressure of dead¬ 
lines. I had to start editing Monster photos after 
being given a memory stick of images during that 
dinner in Tenerife; and I wrote the first of several 
reports, for a website, on the plane on the way 
home (after a 5am start) before emailing it from 
Madrid airport. I no longer need to worry about 
shooting enough film, but about getting GoPro 
footage for my YouTube channel (iMotorcycle, in 
case you’re interested), and what to post on Twit¬ 
ter (@RolandBrownl). 

The bikes have changed plenty, too, as a glance 
at that 1989-model 851 and the new 899 Pani- 
gale would confirm. What hasn’t changed after all 
these years is the thrill and stiIl-can’t-quite-be- 
lieve-it sense of privilege to be riding and report¬ 
ing on the world’s latest, greatest bikes. Hopefully 
I’ll be doing it for many more years yet...though 
via what media channels I’ve no idea. 


















MotoGP: TESTING 


By Adam Wheeler/Gavin Emmett, Photos by Honda Pro Images/Northcott, Ducati Corse 
Press, Tech3.fr, www.yamahamotogp.com,www.suzuki-racing.com 








uckily for Marc Marquez he was able to 
throw down the gauntlet early in pre-season 
testing as the MotoGP field continues work 
without the champion for company. A fast¬ 
est ever lap of Sepang before breaking his leg 
dirt-tracking gave food for thought as Sepang 
‘2’ went ahead last week and the factory teams 
begin a comprehensive test for Bridgestone at 
Phillip Island (site of the infamous bike-swap- 
ping saga last autumn) as OTOR goes online. 

What to take from Malaysia? The time sheets 
would point to some familiar reading with one 
Repsol Honda -that of Dani Pedrosa’s - still 
looking razor sharp despite what was appar¬ 
ently a greasy and slippery track. Yamaha duo 
Valentino Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo had cause 
for optimism and concern as they both worked 
through tyre choices and the limiting factor of 
the 2014 rules for fuel consumption (20 litres). 
“We still have some problems when it’s very 
hot over long distance with the new tyres, so 
we still have to work,” said Rossi who never¬ 
theless must have been satisfied to finish the 
three day session on the top spot. Lorenzo 
was seventh fastest and a little more discour¬ 
aged with the new control rubber: “The tyres 
are much harder in the sidewalls. At this track, 
with this tarmac that is very slippery, it’s not 
the same as Phillip Island or Mugello for exam¬ 
ple, it’s impossible for us to be competitive.” 

Ducati’s decision to opt into the Open ‘class’ 
is being viewed as a necessary step and one 
that edges the category one inch further away 
from that prototype, boundary-pushing status. 
Ducati Corse General Manager Gigi Dali'Inga 
admitted: “the Open option is the most inter¬ 
esting for Ducati, in the current situation.” 


By all accounts Dovizioso was no slouch and 
set his best lap ever of Sepang on the Desmo- 
sedici. “At this moment we are probably not in 
a position to fight for the top places, because 
we are not always able to lap with this pace, 
but we really improved a lot in these tests,” the 
oft-under-rated Italian said. Cal Crutchlow also 
downplayed any importance in the lap-time 
chart (he was 8th fastest) as he continues to 
settle in: “[I’m] starting to understand what the 
bike does with different set-ups.” 

The Monster Energy Tech 3 duo of Bradley 
Smith and Pol Espargaro didn’t have such 
an easy time, the Catalan suffering a fall in 
the middle of the testing period but will get 
a better gauge of their work when they come 
to Qatar this week. OTOR actually bumped 
into Nicky Hayden at the MXGP who wasn’t 
so upbeat about progress testing the Honda 
production RCV and the former champion was 
two seconds off the pace at Sepang with time 
running out before he’s back in Losail with the 
lights on the ‘other’ circuit in full beam. 

Fellow Honda riders Stefan Bradl and Alvaro 
Bautista could feel happy with their diligence 
in the Malaysian heat but Aleix Espargaro left 
with his tail up thanks to the fourth quickest 
time on the Open Yamaha for the NGM Mobile 
Forward Racing team. The connotations of his 
speed and form could bring forth some unex¬ 
pected scenes in the opening rounds of the 
series. 

See over for Gav Emmett’s 
observations from trackside 



MotoGP: TESTING 







“The track was in a dreadful condition when 
the riders arrived, thanks to a Ferrari-owners 
track event on the preceding three days and 
an assorted mixture of rubber, marbles and 
cement dust affecting grip.” 

“Dani was quickest in Marc’s absence... Was 
ill with jetlag first couple of days but soon 
came around and was happy by day three.” 
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“Rossi looked confident he can make a fist 
of it this year, and the team seem confident 
in their rider once again. He could really be 
a dark horse to take victory in the opening 
round at Qatar. For me, it was his best perfor¬ 
mance of 2013, Assen victory included.” 
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“Already the pressure is ramping up on Lor¬ 
enzo to reclaim the crown he came so close to 
retaining in 2013, and after only finishing sev¬ 
enth fastest, a few fingers were pointed from 
journalists who should know better (and have 
no room to be pointing fingers for that matter) 
about Lorenzo’s physical condition. 

He has since addressed these with comments 
saying how much he had suffered in race sim¬ 
ulations and that having had three operations 
on the shoulder he had injured last season, 
he had got behind in his regime. He has ap¬ 
pointed a new physical trainer and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before he is back at the peak of 
his game - crucial to his metronomic churning 
out of lap after lap of record-pace riding. 

Journos were also able to poke the 2012 
champ with a stick about his dislike of the 


MotoGP: TESTING 



new Bridgestone soft rubber, having been ex¬ 
tremely vocal about it on day one he even de¬ 
cided against speaking to the gathered throng 
the following afternoon. I’m not convinced it 
is much of a story however; Jorge has never 
really got on with Sepang, having last won 
there on a 250cc Aprilia back in 2006. True, 
he doesn’t much like the new tyre but knows 
he will have to get there eventually and as 
Bridgestone didn’t even take last year’s race 
tyre to the track and simply provided riders 
with three of the new spec, the team did put 
in a lot of legwork to improve the feel of a 
bike he prefers to set up long-and-low.” 

“Surprise, surprise he’s topping the 
timesheets of the latest tyre test in Australia 
as we speak - a track he does like, perhaps 
a fairer reflection of how his preparations are 
going.” 



























“Forward Racing, is effectively Cal’s bike 
from last year for Aleix, pressure must be 
coming from the likes of Herve Poncharal 
who has paid roughly three times more than 
Cuzari for the privilege of a bike which is 
slower...! Bradley convinced in race-trim he 
and Pol will have the edge.” 












For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 





hiblog 


GREENER GRASS (OR REDDER)... 

By Gavin Emmett 


F rom my point of view, 2014’s second pre-sea- 
son outing at Sepang provided more answers 
than your average test session; not only because 
I was actually there to fire a few questions to 
the teams whilst suffering alongside them in 
the suffocating conditions, but because Ducati’s 
decision to ‘Go Open’ meant journalists got their 
first major talking point of the year. 

‘Open’ or ‘Factory’ has been the question mark 
hanging around the Italian squad like a graphic 
in a Sherlock episode over the last few months, 
but after finally confirming the worst kept secret 
in MotoGP for me it actually raises more is¬ 
sues...rather than delivering any clarification. 

Yes, we now know that they will be free to make 
technical advancements with their 12 engines 
throughout the season, but isn’t the major prob¬ 
lem with the Desmosedici in the frame more 
than the engine anyway? Cal Crutchlow seemed 
to admit as much when he said that he had lit¬ 
tle input into whether they went Open or not as 
he was more concerned about sorting out the 
bike’s behaviour in the corners. 

Yes, engineers will argue that Ducati’s handling 
problems actually lie with their engine and the 
elongated 90° L-shaped configuration, so the 
ability to modify that considerably is an asset, 
but is Gigi dall’lgna actually willing to compro¬ 
mise on what has become a defining factor of 
the brand’s history over the past 40 years? 

Yes we know that Ducati have got much more 
data and resources than the private teams to be 


able to make the most of the standard Magneti 
Marelli software, having collaborated with their 
compatriots for years, but what are the parame¬ 
ters in which they are going to forced to operate, 
and how restrictive will they be to extract the 
best from the bike? 

Yes we are sure that Dorna must be rubbing 
their hands in the knowledge that they have 
tempted one of the MSMA members to enter 
into their game of bringing down costs and lev¬ 
elling the playing field, but what do Yamaha and 
especially Honda make of it all, and how is this 
going to affect their future participation? 

Honda bigwigs had suggested after Sepang 
1 that the Forward Racing FTR-Yamaha Open 
bike was ‘not within the spirit of the rules’, but 
following that logic wouldn’t it make Ducati’s 
full-factory ‘Open’ Desmosedici GP14 flagrant 
cheating? 

Although there has never officially been even 
a nod towards enforcing the ECU regulations 
across the board, the date for setting a standard 
electronics package for all competitors has been 
mooted at 2017. This move by Ducati, depend¬ 
ing on its success, could well see that brought 
forward to being much earlier - and what kind 
of consequences could that bring about? It is 
just another question that testing can’t provide 
the answer to, we’re going to need the racing for 
that. 







only brings a feast for the eyes in terms of machin¬ 
ery but also gives access to their well-designed 


apparel line. Apparently you can only pick up this 
stuff from official premises, so it is worth a look or 
a visit. 


The 2014 spring/summer collection is out now and 
we’ve picked the Core Heritage Sport garments for 
particular focus...nice blend of colour and retro 
styling. The Performance Backpacks are also eye¬ 
catching. The difference from the R25 and R30 be¬ 
ing the five litre storage capacity. The R30 (right) is 
also waterproof and made of lightweight but strong 
materials. It comes with reflective panels for extra 
visibility on the bike and also a ten-year guarantee. 

No word on pricing but you can see images of 
the full gamut of items, clothing, accessories 
and riding gear right here: http://docs.provapr. 
co.uk/2014DEALERGUIDE.pdf 
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BREITLING 

As featured in the MXGP section of this issue, Tony 
Cairoli is now riding with the new Breitling Emer¬ 
gency II. The Swiss company made their first watch 
with a micro-transmitter in 1995 and this latest 
version has many appealing feature aside from just 
a Personal Locator Beacon (which might be handy 
for trails, rally or desert riders, away from the clear 
aviation angle). The watch is right at the top of 
Breitling’s scale with a price tag that would prob¬ 
ably buy you two new off-road bikes! 

That’s why it boasts a brand-new rechargeable 
battery (especially created for this beacon-watch), 
12/24-hour analog and digital display, l/100th 
second chronograph, alarm, timer, second tim- 
ezone, multilingual calendar and battery end-of-life 
indication. It is equipped with a SuperQuartzTM 
movement ten times more accurate than standard 
quartz. 

Naturally is it made of titanium and comes in three 
face colours: yellow, black and orange. For adven¬ 
ture motorcyclists...start saving now. 




























RODUCTS 


ALPINESTARS 

The Ryan Villopoto Tech 10. Maybe Alpinestars are 
being protective over their traditional white colour 
scheme or the Monster-themed livery of this boot is 
something more applicable to the AMA Champion 
(other than a sticker set). 


Apparently designed in co-operation with the long¬ 
time Alpinestars user this new version of the Tech 
10 has obvious visual differences and comes with 
the ‘RV logo both inside the rim of the boot and 
on the rear of the footwear. The Tech 10 has that 
cool one piece co-injected foot chassis that is 
strong, flexible and lasting. A melting pot of mate¬ 
rial, design and components this is premium stuff. 
RV’s own words on the PR state: “I’ve been with 
Alpinestars for a very long time, since amateurs. It 
is great to have them behind me. Alpinestars puts 
a lot of work into producing a boot that is not only 
comfortable but very protective.” The suggested 
retail price (VAT incl.) is 549.95 and £489.99 


www.alpinestars.com 
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Monster Energy Girls 
By Simon Cudby 









‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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Cover shot: Gautier Paulin winning in Qatar by Ray Archer 


This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 



